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years as the President and CEO of the Ven-
tura County Community Foundation. It has 
been my honor to collaborate and work with 
Hugh and there is no doubt in my mind that 
his influence will extend to many generations 
of community engagement and philanthropy. 

f 

HONORING MR. NEAL HARRELL 
FOR HIS WORK AS AN INTER-
NATIONAL FOUNDATION VOLUN-
TEER IN HONDURAS 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the achievements of Mr. 
Neal Harrell for his tremendous volunteer ef-
forts with the National Rural Electric Coopera-
tive Association’s International Foundation. It 
is an honor to have such an upstanding citizen 
in my district. 

Recently, Mr. Harrell, who is an employee of 
Cuivre River Electric Cooperative, traveled to 
Honduras as an International Foundation vol-
unteer to help employees at the Roatan Elec-
tric Cooperative implement their newly-ac-
quired smart grid system. This trip was part of 
the Smart Grid Alliance for the Americas 
project. Mr. Harrell’s volunteer efforts sup-
ported the Alliance’s goal to share experience 
and provide technical assistance in smart grid 
technology applications to cooperative, munic-
ipal and other small electric distribution utilities 
in Latin America. 

Mr. Harrell’s efforts will help the Smart Grid 
Alliance of the Americas project improve en-
ergy efficiency, integrate renewable genera-
tion, and most importantly improve access to 
electricity for underserved communities in 
Latin America. I ask that you join me in recog-
nizing Neal Harrell for his excellence in volun-
teer work for electric cooperatives across the 
nation. It is an honor to represent him in the 
United States Congress. 

f 

IN COMMEMORATION OF YOSEM-
ITE NATIONAL PARK’S 150TH AN-
NIVERSARY 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, we rise 
today to honor one of our nation’s greatest 
landmarks, Yosemite National Park. I am 
proud to be joined by: Rep. LAMALFA, Rep. 
HUFFMAN, Rep. GARAMENDI, Rep. THOMPSON, 
Rep. MATSUI, Rep. BERA, Rep. COOK, Rep. 
MCNERNEY, Rep. DENHAM, Rep. GEORGE MIL-
LER, Rep. SPEIER, Rep. SWALWELL, Rep. 
COSTA, Rep. HONDA, Rep. ESHOO, Rep. LOF-
GREN, Rep. FARR, Rep. VALADAO, Rep. NUNES, 
Rep. MCCARTHY, Rep. CAPPS, Rep. 
BROWNLEY, Rep. CHU, Rep. SCHIFF, Rep. 
CÁRDENAS, Rep. SHERMAN, Rep. GARY MILLER, 
Rep. NAPOLITANO, Rep. WAXMAN, Rep. 
BECERRA, Rep. NEGRETE MCLEOD, Rep. RUIZ, 
Rep. BASS, Rep. LINDA SÁNCHEZ, Rep. ROYCE, 
Rep. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Rep. TAKANO, Rep. CAL-
VERT, Rep. HAHN, Rep. CAMPBELL, Rep. LO-
RETTA SANCHEZ, Rep. LOWENTHAL, Rep. ROHR-

ABACHER, Rep. ISSA, Rep. HUNTER, Rep. 
VARGAS, Rep. PETERS, and Rep. DAVIS. 

This year marks the 150th anniversary of 
President Lincoln’s Yosemite Grant Act, cre-
ating, on June 30, 1864, the earliest parts of 
what would grow into the beautiful national 
park that we have today. 

In the midst of the Civil War, President Lin-
coln took the unprecedented step of setting 
aside this scenic tract of wilderness in central 
California for public use and recreation. The 
creation of this first public park, preserved for 
the enjoyment of the public, served as the cat-
alyst for the creation of a vast system of lands 
that provide recreational opportunities across 
the country, including more than 400 national 
parks. 

Yosemite’s development into a national park 
made it one of the nation’s first travel destina-
tions. Countless millions of Americans have 
visited the park over the last 150 years to 
enjoy the scenic beauty of nature. More than 
just idle viewing, Yosemite’s heritage includes 
a dedication to camping and hiking that allows 
park visitors to immerse themselves in one of 
the American people’s greatest treasures. Pro-
viding these various recreational activities, that 
so greatly enhance the visitor experience, is 
the lifeblood of the surrounding foothill com-
munities. 

Today, Yosemite National Park receives 
over 4 million annual visitors. They come from 
around the world to see the beauty and maj-
esty of our nation. This includes Yosemite’s 
two Wild and Scenic Rivers, the Tuolumne 
and the Merced; over 800 miles of trails, in-
cluding the renowned Pacific Crest Trail and 
the John Muir Trail; the awe-inspiring scenery 
created by the area’s rich volcanic and glacial 
history; and the groves of Giant Sequoia trees. 

The park includes parts of the Sierra Ne-
vada Mountains and contains several of the 
highest peaks in North America. Some of the 
world’s most spectacular and unique geologic 
formations exist in Yosemite National Park, in-
cluding renowned formations such as Half 
Dome, Sentinel Dome, El Capitan, Glacier 
Point and the Royal Arches. Where the rivers 
wind through these impressive geological for-
mations, there are some of the world’s most 
majestic waterfalls: Yosemite Falls, Snow 
Creek Falls, Sentinel Falls, Bridalveil Fall, Ne-
vada Fall, and Waterwheel Falls, to name a 
few. 

Mr. Speaker, Yosemite National Park is truly 
one of our nation’s greatest treasures and we 
ask all the Members of this body to join us in 
celebrating its past and committing to pre-
serving its future. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE HOME-
COMING OF THE CHARLES W. 
MORGAN 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of the return of the Charles W. 
Morgan whaling ship to New Bedford, Massa-
chusetts. 

The Morgan is the last American whaling 
ship in a fleet that had at one time numbered 
over 2,700 vessels. Built and launched in 
1841, she is the oldest American commercial 

ship that is still afloat. Known as a ‘‘lucky 
ship’’, the Morgan successfully navigated dan-
gerous storms, Arctic ice, and the roundings of 
Cape Horn during her 80-year whaling career. 
The ship embarked on 37 voyages between 
1841 and 1921, covering every corner of the 
globe. 

The Morgan was designated a National His-
toric Landmark by order of the Secretary of 
the Interior in 1966, and she was also a recipi-
ent of the coveted World Ship Trust Award. 
Since her arrival at Mystic Seaport, more than 
20 million visitors have walked her decks. 
Next week will be a homecoming for the Mor-
gan as she returns to New Bedford, Massa-
chusetts, the site of her initial launch on July 
21, 1841 from the yard of Jethro and Zacha-
riah. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to celebrate the 
Charles W. Morgan on this joyous occasion of 
her homecoming to New Bedford. I ask that 
my colleagues join me in celebrating her long 
and storied career. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF COMPREHENSIVE 
IMMIGRATION REFORM 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, efforts to reform 
our immigration system in the House have 
been blocked. It’s been a year since our coun-
terparts in the Senate passed bipartisan, com-
prehensive legislation, but the House Repub-
lican leadership has rejected the Senate bill 
without any attempt to shape a House re-
sponse. 

Meanwhile, 11 million undocumented immi-
grants who pay taxes and defend our country 
continue to be deported; potentially 135,000 
immigrants a year may be wrongfully detained 
and exploited according to U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement contracts with de-
tention centers; and countless others fre-
quently endure harassment and abuse in the 
workplace because they are not legally recog-
nized. 

When did we veer so dangerously far off 
course? America has always been a nation of 
immigrants. From the first settlers, to the 
Great Wave, to the fight for legalization today, 
we’re all either immigrants ourselves or direct 
descendants of them. 

In fact, twenty-six percent of residents in my 
congressional district were born in a foreign 
country, compared to 13 percent nationwide. 

As a first-generation American, I know the 
human side of this issue. My father traveled 
thousands of miles to this land, huddled by his 
mother’s side, fleeing the religious persecution 
of Christians. He studied, learned, worked and 
excelled. He married, loved and raised his 
three children. He flew the American flag in 
front of his home every day, sang the praises 
of our country, and said prayers of thanks-
giving daily for the blessings of America. 

The opportunity my family was given in 
America is always with me, and I’m committed 
to seeing that everyone has a share in that 
same opportunity. 

As a policymaker, I recognize that com-
prehensive immigration reform will also pro-
vide immense economic benefits to our coun-
try. 
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It’s estimated that the Senate-passed com-

prehensive immigration reform bill could re-
duce the deficit by more than $800 billion in 
the next 20 years, according to a nonpartisan 
Congressional Budget Office analysis. 

It’s also estimated that wages would ulti-
mately rise and our GDP would increase by 
over three percent in the next decade. In my 
congressional district, we would stand to gain 
over 17,000 jobs by 2023, according to an 
American Action Network analysis. 

We’re already making progress. The Obama 
Administration’s Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals is allowing hundreds of thousands of 
young undocumented immigrants who were 
brought by their parents to the United States 
as small children, to gain temporary legal sta-
tus, including work authorization and protec-
tion from deportation. This is the only country 
these young people know and to which they 
have pledged their allegiance. They deserve 
to be recognized. 

The economic case is clear. Human lives 
are at stake. The founding principles of our 
country are on trial. Now is the time to act on 
comprehensive reform. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 18, 2014 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4870) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2015, 
and for other purposes: 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, I rise today in 
reluctant opposition to H.R. 4870, the FY2015 
Department of Defense Appropriations Act. 

I commend the House Appropriations Com-
mittee’s continued support for our 
servicemembers and our national defense. 
However, I have serious concerns with a num-
ber of misguided funding provisions in this 
year’s DoD Appropriations bill. We have to 
budget based on reality, instead of writing a 
blank check and holding onto as ‘‘much of the 
stuff and the training as possible’’ and hoping 
that ‘‘some miracle happens and we get 
money next year that we don’t have now,’’ as 
Chairman MCKEON put it last month. As a re-
sult of this line of thinking, this legislation 
avoids making many tough choices. 

As was the case with last month’s Defense 
Authorization bill, H.R. 4870 provides billions 
of dollars in funding that the Department of 
Defense neither requested nor needs. This in-
cludes funding for additional EA–18G aircraft, 
High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicles, 
and unrequested upgrades to the M–1 Abrams 
tank. It also blocks the Administration’s ability 
to retire aging and unnecessary military air-
craft, including the C–130 AMP, when less ex-
pensive options are readily available. 

I also strongly object to sections 8107, 
8108, 8139, and 9015 of the bill, which con-
tinue funding restrictions on the construction 
or modification of detention facilities in the 
United States to house Guantanamo detain-
ees. I was also disappointed that two amend-
ments were adopted on the House floor which 

would bar the use of funds to transfer Guanta-
namo detainees to Yemen and other foreign 
countries. As the President made clear in his 
State of the Union Address earlier this year, 
we cannot wait any longer to lift the remaining 
restrictions on detainee transfers and close 
down this facility once-and-for-all. 

This bill also provides $79 billion for Over-
seas Contingency Operations even though we 
have not received a detailed OCO budget re-
quest. There is no justification for this amount. 
The bill holds back 85% of the funding from 
being obligated until the Pentagon submits a 
detailed spending plan. But this is no safe-
guard because the Pentagon still determines 
virtually all of the details of how the funding is 
spent. Congress has no opportunity to provide 
input through regular order into how much we 
should spend for war operations and on what. 
We should take notice that $79 billion is larger 
than every other appropriations bill except for 
two—Defense and Labor, HHS, Education. 
We need to provide at least some minimum 
level of oversight and control over such a 
large sum of money. 

Despite my overall opposition to this legisla-
tion, I was happy that a bipartisan amendment 
offered by Rep. LOFGREN was adopted that 
would limit funding for many backdoor pro-
grams within Section 702 of the FISA Amend-
ments Act. This was a provision that was ini-
tially in the USA Freedom Act before being 
stripped in its final passage and would prevent 
the NSA from being able to search govern-
ment databases for foreign communications 
content of American citizens without a warrant. 
The passage of this amendment will strength-
en the privacy and civil liberties of all Ameri-
cans. Today’s bill also continues to address 
the problem of sexual assault in the military 
and fully funds the President’s request for 
Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Pro-
grams. 

I also want to make clear my views with re-
spect to the amendments relating to the 2001 
Authorization for Use of Military Force against 
the al Queda elements responsible for the at-
tacks of 9/11/2001 and the 2002 Authorization 
for Use of Military Force in Iraq. The President 
has announced his intention to end combat 
operations in Afghanistan at the end of this 
year, and to keep a residual force in Afghani-
stan for an additional year subject to a Status 
of Forces Agreement. There is also the ques-
tion of how the existing use of force authoriza-
tion applies to military action outside of Af-
ghanistan, such as in Yemen. Given the 
changing circumstances, it makes sense to 
end it or to revise the current authorization 
and adapt it to the current situation. 

As for the Authorization for Use of Military 
Force in Iraq, it should be terminated. We 
have withdrawn our troops from Iraq, and we 
should no longer provide the Executive Branch 
with a blank check for future military action 
there. That does not mean that the President 
could not seek Congressional authorization for 
future military action in Iraq or, if the condi-
tions apply, exercise his constitutional authori-
ties as Commander in Chief. However, I sup-
ported the amendment to prohibit the use of 
funds in this bill for combat operations in Iraq 
because I don’t think there is a sound case for 
putting American troops in combat and, in the 
absence of such a limitation, there is no check 
on the unlimited use of force in Iraq given the 
current 2002 authorization to use force there. 

Finally, I want to say a word about the 
Gosar Amendment. This amendment was a 

blatant effort to exploit fear and misunder-
standing. There is no intention to provide Iran, 
Syria, Hamas, or ISIS with any military assist-
ance. I would strongly oppose any such move. 
However, the United States, with the support 
of the State of Israel, has at times provided 
different forms of assistance to the Palestinian 
Authority to enhance security and fight ter-
rorism. By including the Palestinian Authority 
in the list of entities that should be prohibited 
from receiving assistance, the amendment 
was an obvious example of what is known 
around here as a ‘‘gotya’’ amendment. It is 
time to stop playing those political games. 

It is my hope that many of my objections to 
the Defense Appropriations bill will be re-
solved in Conference with the Senate and that 
I will be able to support its final passage. 

f 

AUTISM COLLABORATION, AC-
COUNTABILITY, RESEARCH, EDU-
CATION, AND SUPPORT ACT OF 
2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I offer my strong support for the Autism 
CARES Act of 2014, a bill that continues the 
much-needed research and educational activi-
ties related to autism. I strongly support our 
nation’s autistic community; this bill helps to 
promote and facilitate the good work being 
done related to autism by federal entities, in-
cluding the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the National Institutes of Health, 
the Health Resources and Services Adminis-
tration, and the Interagency Autism Coordi-
nating Committee. Autism is a disorder that 
has a tremendous effect on the lives of the 
people with it and their families, including chal-
lenges with education, communication, and 
employment. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention identifies autism as one of our nation’s 
leading public health crises. An autism-related 
diagnosis is more common today than the di-
agnosis of pediatric cancer, diabetes, and 
AIDS combined. More research on this com-
plex neurobiological disorder is still needed 
because we do not fully understand the cause 
or course of this disorder. 

The Autism CARES Act of 2014 will facili-
tate autism research by reauthorizing $190 
million annually through 2019. In addition, it 
focuses attention on the important issue of 
transitioning autistic youth from school to 
adulthood. I have heard from constituents with 
autism about the need to improve the transi-
tion of services to consider life after high 
school graduation to ensure that students are 
supported as they move to work or higher 
education. I am well aware of the benefits of 
services and research dedicated to autism. I 
am proud that Chicago is home to the Thera-
peutic School and Center for Autism Research 
run by the Easter Seals Metropolitan Chicago. 
The Center provides care and advances re-
search on autism. It provides multiple serv-
ices—research, training, early intervention, 
school-to-work transition training, and inde-
pendent living training—all under one roof. It is 
an amazing resource for Chicago, Illinois, and 
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